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car tasting
Prestigious cars, like fine wine, are to be 
enjoyed. Unlike wine, however, most people 
don’t have the means to try any other car 
than the one they’re stuck paying off for the 
next three or four years.
 According to Edmond Helstab, president 
of DreamFleet, enthusiasts are no longer 
locked into driving a single vehicle. His 
customers will soon be able to drive cars like 
this one – a Mercedes-Benz CLK 350 – in the 
summer. But they’ll also be able to drive a 
practical car, like a BMW 535xi, in the winter.
 “There’s a strong desire, an unmet desire, 
for people to drive a larger variety of ve-
hicles,” Helstab said. “There is also a desire 
to drive something fun in the summer, and 
utilitarian in the winter.”
 Helstab’s solution is DreamFleet (www.
dreamfleet.com), an exclusive lifestyle club 
that allows members to change cars every six 
months or so. It’s simple: customers pay a 
36-month lease for a specific ‘tier’ of vehicle 
that includes everything from sports cars to 
SUVs. Then, after making a choice of vehicle, 
they’re matched with other members to find a 
mix of cars to drive for the 3-year term.
 The most interesting aspect of the pro-
gram is that after vehicles are finished in rota-
tion, they will be offered to members as used 
models on a first-come, first-served basis – at 
very attractive prices. 
 “This target group, they really appreci-
ate the finer things in life. It’s a lot about the 
vehicle, the statement it makes and how it’s a 
reflection on the owner.
 “They want to maximize their experiences 
in life and in automobiles,” he said.
DreamFleet’s launch event will be held in To-
ronto on May 25. For more information, e-mail 
Edmond Helstab at info@dreamfleet.com.
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queen 
mary 

meets 
itself,

29 years 
later

On February 23, the Queen Mary 2 sailed into Long Beach for its first-ever 
meeting with its predecessor and namesake, the Queen Mary. The historic 
event was marked by quite the celebration, including a whistle salutation 
between the ships that could be heard from ten miles away (Queen Mary 2, 
interestingly, carries one of her namesake’s original whistles).
 The meeting of the two Queen Marys took place during Queen Mary 2’s 
first-ever sailing from Los Angeles. QM2 is longer, taller and nearly twice 
as heavy as the original, which first set sail in May 1936 and was named 
for and launched by Queen Mary (the person) amidst great fanfare. During 
more than 30 years at sea, QM1 hosted A-list celebrities and society figures, 
sailed more than 1,000 transatlantic crossings and played a pivotal military 
role between 1940-1946, when she was commissioned to transport military 
troops during the Second World War.
www.thequeenmarysmeet.com
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Queen Mary
1,019.5 ft. (310.74 m.)
81,237 gross tons
39 ft. 9/16 in. (12.00 m.) 
John Brown & Co., LTD., 
Clydebank, Scotland
Cunard Steamship Co.
May 27, 1936
1,957
1,174
28.5 knots (55.17 kph)
160,000
1936 – est. $30 million
2006 – approx. $388 million

Queen Mary 2
1,132 feet (345 m.)
151,400 gross tons
32 feet 10 inches (9.75 m.)
Alstom Chantiers de L’Atlantique, 
Saint-Nazaire, France
Cunard Line
January 12, 2004
2,620
1,253
30 knots (55.56 kph)
157,000
Estimated $800 million

Letting go DRIVEN loves technology. We love it so much that 
sometimes we just can’t let go. Intern Banovsky has a digital, 
mp3-playing Creative Nomad under his bed. Creative director 
Yap has an Apple Newton on his desk as a paperweight. It’s 
time to let go. And Toshiba Canada has the answer: a free-of-
charge electronics disposal program for old notebook comput-
ers, LCD monitors or pocket PCs. They’ll even pay UPS to 
pick them up. As a bonus, they’ll also send in return a free 
128-mb USB flash drive. Details are at www.toshiba.ca/terre.

Track ’em Wife coming home late? Kids al-
ways out partying? Employees using too many 
sick days? Consider Trackem (www.trackem.
com), a service that provides web-based, 
real time tracking of cell phones, business 
equipment and vehicles. A signal is sent to a 
hidden unit in the chosen vehicle via satel-
lite, relaying location, speed and direction of 
travel back to your web browser, in real time.


